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Sir: 



AMENDMENT 



RECEIVED - n 

****** t^&a 
TECH CENTER 1600/2900 



In response to the Office Action dated December 30, 2002, please amend the above- 
identified patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 



Remarks begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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Reply to Office Action of December 30, 2002 



REMARKS 



This Amendment is submitted in the above-identified RCE application. Pursuant to the 
Amendment, Claims 1-15 have been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer and Claims 16 
and 19 amended. In addition, Claims 25-43 have been added. 

In the Office Action dated December 30, 2002, Claims 1-14 and 16 have been rejected 
under 35 U.S.C § 102 and Claim 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 103, In addition, Claims 1, 3, 10, 12, 15, 
16 and 19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 and Claims 1 7 and 1 8 have been objected to. The 
objection to the claims, as well as 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 rejection, Applicants respectfully submit has 
been overcome in view of the Amendment After Final. 

With respect to the prior art rejections, Applicants respectfully submit that those 
rejections have now been overcome or are moot in view of the instant amendment to the claims. 
In this regard, each of the pending claims now requires at least two film forming agents, 
cellulose and starch. The art of record, Applicants submit, does not disclose nor suggest the 
claimed invention as set forth in each of the independent claims and claims that depend 
therefrom. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that the above-identified patent application 
is now in a condition for allowance and respectfully request that it be passed to allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 



BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 




Robert M. Barrett 



Reg. No. 30,142 

P.O. Box 1135 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1 135 

Phone: (312) 807-4204 



Dated: May 23. 2003 
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UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL 
(Large Entity) 

(Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b)) 



Docket No. 
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Total Pages in this Submission 
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Fee Calculation and Transmittal 



CLAIMS AS FILED 



C 

u 



For 



#Filed 



# All owed 



#Extra 



Rate 



Fee 



ST 



Total Claims 



24 



20 = 



$18.00 



$72.00 



tt 

t . 



Indep. Claims 



3 = 



$84.00 



$168.00 



Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) □ 



$0.00 



BASIC FEE 



$740.00 



OTHER FEE (specify purpose) 



$0.00 



TOTAL FILING FEE 



$980.00 



K) A check in the amount of $980.00 to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 
IS The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 
as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ Charge the amount of as filing fee. 
IS Credit any overpayment. 

IS Charge any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 and 1.17. 

□ Charge the issue fee set in 37 C.F.R. 1 .18 at the mailing of the 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.311(b). 



Dated: November 8, 2001 



cc: 



02-1818 




Signature 
Robert M. Barrett (30,142) 
ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANTS 
Bell, Boyd & LK yd LLC 
P.O. Box 1135 

Chicago, Dlinois 606904135 
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